THE FORMATION OF A GOVERNMENT

Clarendon refused the alternative and accordingly was appointed.1 In
1872 the Queen's objection prevented Mr Gladstone from appointing
the Duke of Somerset as Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster.*

Before Mr Disraeli resigned in 1880, the Queen asked Sir Henry
Ponsonby to see Lords Harrington and Granville and to impress upon
them that she would have nothing to do with Mr Gladstone, that 'there
must be no democratic leaning, no attempt to change the Foreign
Policy..., no change in India, no hasty retreat from Afghanistan, and
no cutting down of estimates', and that she would not accept Mr Robert
Lowe as minister, but that she would allow Sir Charles Dilke to take
subordinate office if absolutely necessary.3 Mr Gladstone became Prime
Minister. She accepted Mr Childers at the War Office and Lord Sel-
borne as Lord Chancellor, though with reluctance. She refused to
accept Lord Fife as Lord Chamberlain on account of his youth. Before
agreeing to the appointment of Mr Joseph Chamberlain she 'would
wish to feel sure that Mr Chamberlain had never spoken disrespectfully
of the Throne or expressed openly Republican speeches'. Before
accepting Sir Charles Dilke's appointment as Under-Sccretary at the
Foreign Office, she insisted 'that he should give a written explanation,
or make one in Parliament on the subject of his very offensive speeches
on the Civil List and Royal Family'.4

On his resignation in 1886, Lord Salisbury told the Queen that she
could object to any of Mr Gladstone's appointments, such as Lord
Granville.5 The Queen summoned Mr Gladstone verbally through Sir
Henry Ponsonby so that Ponsonby could explain her views. Ponsonby
explained that the Queen would not accept Sir Charles Dilke (who had
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